MODERN   TRAVANCORE
power of the Mohammadans, But Travancore, unlike the rest of South India, did not stand in need of the helping hand of the Hindu empire, her mountain barriers affording her natural protection and the leadership of her kings and the excellent martial qualities of her soldiers providing her with ample power of resistance against aggressions from outside. A contact of the two States became inevitable; because the two powers bid for supremacy in the Tamil Nad. The first conflict between Vijayanagar and Travancore was about 678 M. E* (1503) and that was decidedly in favour of Travancore We have it on the authority of the Portuguese Viceroy, Alfonso Dalburque, that Travancore inflicted defeat on Vijayanagar. Since that time, for about a century and more, Travancore had to wage several wars with the kings of Vijayanagar and later on with the Nayaks of Madura who were their representatives in the South. Several writers on South Indian history have stated without sufficient authority that Vijayanagar and, in later times Madura received tribute from Travancore, But careful examination of all the evidence on the point discloses the fact that Travancore was always able to resist invasions and that she never paid tribute to any of these powers. Even so late as 1664 A. D. (839 M. E.j the Travancore armies were stationed at Kalkulam to resist any probable invasion by the Nayak of Madura,
It was during this period that the Portuguese, came fco Malabar in search of profitable trade. Their activities were mainly confined to the northern parts of Malabar, although they had important factories at Quilon and a few other centres in Travancore. The evangelical work of the Portuguese missionary, St. Francis Xavier, who resided in South Travan* core during the first half pf the 8th century: M. E., boreArich
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